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CHAPTER 1.II. — AUTOBIOGRAPHY,  
Extract (eBook pages 18/242 - 19/242) 
The Plinian Society was encouraged and, I believe, founded by Professor Jameson: it consisted of 
students and met in an underground room in the University for the sake of reading papers on natural 
science and discussing them. I used regularly to attend, and the meetings had a good effect on me in 
stimulating my zeal and giving me new congenial acquaintances. One evening a poor young man 
got up, and after stammering for a prodigious length of time, blushing crimson, he at last slowly got 
out the words, "Mr. President, I have forgotten what I was going to say." The poor fellow looked 
quite overwhelmed, and all the members were so surprised that no one could think of a word to say 
to cover his confusion. The papers which were read to our little society were not printed, so that I 
had not the satisfaction of seeing my paper in print; but I believe Dr. Grant noticed my small 
discovery in his excellent memoir on Flustra. 
 
I was also a member of the Royal Medical Society, and attended pretty regularly; but as the subjects 
were exclusively medical, I did not much care about them. Much rubbish was talked there, but there 
were some good speakers, of whom the best was the present Sir J. Kay-Shuttleworth. Dr. Grant took 
me occasionally to the meetings of the Wernerian Society, where various papers on natural history 
were read, discussed, and afterwards published in the 'Transactions.' I heard Audubon deliver there 
some interesting discourses on the habits of N. American birds, sneering somewhat unjustly at 
Waterton. By the way, a negro lived in Edinburgh, who had travelled with Waterton, and gained his 
livelihood by stuffing birds, which he did excellently: he gave me lessons for payment, and I used 
often to sit with him, for he was a very pleasant and intelligent man.  
-------------- 
Letter. CHARLES DARWIN TO C. LYELL. October 8th [1845], Shrewsbury.  
Extract (eBook pages 131/242 – 132/242) 
 
I have lately been taking a little tour to see a farm I have purchased in Lincolnshire (He speaks of 
his Lincolnshire farm in a letter to Henslow (July 4th):—"I have bought a farm in Lincolnshire and 
when I go there this autumn, I mean to see what I can do in providing any cottage on my small 
estate with gardens. It is a hopeless thing to look to, but I believe few things would do this country 
more good in future ages than the destruction of primogeniture, so as to lessen the difference in 
land-wealth, and make more small freeholders. How atrociously unjust are the stamp laws, which 
render it so expensive for the poor man to buy his quarter of an acre; it makes one's blood burn with 
indignation.") and then to York, where I visited the Dean of Manchester (Hon. and Rev. W. Herbert. 
The visit is mentioned in a letter to Dr. Hooker:—"I have been taking a little tour, partly on business, 
and visited the Dean of Manchester, and had very much interesting talk with him on hybrids, 
sterility, and variation, etc., etc. He is full of self-gained knowledge, but knows surprisingly little 
what others have done on the same subjects. He is very heterodox on 'species': not much better as 
most naturalists would esteem it, than poor Mr. Vestiges.") the great maker of Hybrids, who gave 
me much curious information. I also visited Waterton at Walton Hall, and was extremely amused 
with my visit there. He is an amusing strange fellow; at our early dinner, our party consisted of two 
Catholic priests and two Mulattresses! He is past sixty years old, and the day before ran 
down and caught a leveret in a turnip-field. It is a fine old house, and the lake swarms with 
water-fowl. I 


